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COMMANDER’S REPORT 

 

Football season is over. The last game of the season between the SF 49ers and KC Chiefs was a 
great game!   
Now its baseball season. The Twins games will be televised at the Post. Bring your friends 
along and cheer them on. Looking forward to a great Twins season. 
Our membership goal for the year is 543 - we are currently at 95%.  To reach our goal by the 
first Wednesday of May, 27 more new and renewal memberships are needed. Let’s work 
together not only to reach but let’s exceed the goal!   

Since November until now most Saturdays were booked for Christmas parties. Thanks to all for booking your 
parties here. Hope everyone had a nice time and enjoyed the festivities.  We look forward to seeing everyone 
again next holiday season.  And now finally the Christmas tree can be taken down! 
Gary Roach hosted a fish fry at the Legion on February 17th, He provided a fishing rod that was given away. He 
also donated all the breading and did all the prep work including frying the fish.  The fish was GREAT!  The event 
was well attended. Janelle and Peggy helped - said they had a real workout.  Thank You, Gary, Janelle and Peggy. 
The season of Lent is here.  In addition to the usual walleye dinner on Friday nights menu Janelle has added 
shrimp and other seafood items.  On the Friday before St Patrick’s Day the menu will include Corned Beef & 
Cabbage and Reubens.  Reubens will also be served that Saturday from Noon until gone. I think there may also be 
green beer!!!!!! ENJOY 
Mother Nature has provided an unusually mild winter this far.   But remember March Madness usually includes 
some rather heavy snowfalls.  Will be interesting to see what she has planned for our area. 
Special thanks to the men and women of the Brainerd American Legion and Brainerd VFW Color Guard.  As a unit 
they present the colors throughout the year at various public events such as parades, school activities, veterans’ 
functions, and funerals.  Again, thank you for your participation and dedication. 
 
So, until next month - wishing everyone good health and be safe.  
 
Rick W 
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Auxiliary Report 

 
Greetings, I think a lot of people are wondering “did we have winter, and is it an early spring?”  Whatever I like 
it!! Our first meeting for 2024 will be Monday March 18 at 6pm. I would like to see a good turnout for our 
meetings. It I hard to do anything when so few come. 
I am looking for junior high girls who are interested in government. We have a program called Girls State where 
these girls from all over Minnesota meet for a week at Bethel University to learn and set up a mock 
government.  So please if you know a junior high girl that might be interested let me know.  Our Auxiliary covers 
the cost and it runs the second week of June.                                   
Lots of important days in March. Daylight Savings time begins March 10, St Patrick’s Day is March 17. Stop at the 
Legion and have one of their great meals, and corned beef and cabbage on the 15th, yum. And, the grand finale is 
Easter Sunday March 31.          
 
Fly the Flag, always be respectful!                                                             
 

Berg, Auxiliary President 

 

 

AUXILIARY MEMBERSHIP 2024 

 
Everyone that has not paid their 2024 dues received a 2nd notice the beginning of February.  Please take care of 

this so we can reach our goal.  
 

Sharon Berkner, Membership Chairman. 
 
 
 
 

BRAINERD AREA HONOR GUARD:  Fran Breerwood 
 

 

BRAINERD AREA HONOR GUARD PERFORMED MILITARY FUNERAL HONORS FOR THE 
FOLLOWING: 

None in February 
 

BRAINERD AREA HONOR GUARD EVENTS: 
None in February 

 
Please consider stepping forward to become a member of our color guard serving our fallen veterans, their families. 

 
 
 

WE HAVE THE BEST VOLUNTEERS! 
 

Our sincere gratitude to all who have volunteered their time and 
efforts at the Friday meat raffles, dinners, and events at Post 
255!  
 
                 
 

We couldn’t do it without you! 
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POST MEMBERSHIP  

 

Post Membership 2024 
The 2024 renewal rate will remain at $50 for the Legion and $20 for SAL. Legion renewals are 95% of the 
department goal and we need 27 members to renew. While the SAL is at 96% of the goal. It is not too late to pay 
your 2023 membership. The Post leadership encourages you to renew. Your Legion membership is needed. 
The 2024 membership year is from 7/1/2023 to 6/30/2024. 
The Legion has created an option to renew your membership for three years at one time. This renewal would be 
for the membership years 2024, 2025, and 2026. The renewal fee is $150.00 for the three-year membership. 
Lock-in on a three-year membership and save some money and less yearly hassle. 
The dues will increase on 7/1/2024 for the 2025 renewal year. Currently, this option is only available to those 
members who have not yet renewed for 2024. 
The 2025 membership year will start on 7/1/2024. The Legion has opened the opportunity for those who already 
renewed their membership for 2024 can now renew for three years, 2025, 2026, and 2027. 
The fee for this will be $50 per year, a total of $150. Again, this option is only available on-line through 
myLegion.org. 
Starting on 7/1/2024 the Legion Post 255 dues for 2025 will be $55.00. We raised the dues $5.00 to cover the 
National increase. The Post only keeps $14.25 of the dues. The balance goes to National and the MN 
Department. 
If you are interested in these membership options, please visit https://www.legion.org/renew and follow the 
instructions. Payment must be made via credit card. 
 
Membership Chair John Pietruszewski, 612-799-0055 

 
Elections 

Elections for Executive Board Members will be held on 20 May 2024. Two Executive Board members will be 
elected. Executive Board members serve for three years. Qualifications needed are membership in the American 
Legion Post 255 in good standing and a desire to serve. Nomination forms are available at the Post. You can make 
a difference by serving. 

 
Color Guard 

Please consider becoming a Color Guard member. Please contact Fran Breerwood, 218-820-4813 or 
John Pietruszewski, 612-799-0055, if you are interested or have any questions. 

 
Disabled American Veterans 

Crow Wing County Chapter 22, of the Disabled American Veterans, has several bins around the area to 
collect clothes and shoes. Money from this project goes back to the community supporting veterans in 

need. The bins are emptied several times a week and loaded into a semi-trailer.  
Contact Dave Meyers, 218-839-2653, if you are interested in helping. 

 
 

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS 2024 

 
SINCERE THANKS TO THE FOLLOWING FOR DONATING  

TO POST 255 “CIRCLE OF FRIENDS” 
 

Robert & Sue Rofidel, Don & Nealna Gylling, Glen & Lela Anhorn 
Joe & Kelli Enfield, Tom Borden, John Borden, Gary & Pat Bluth 
Derald Watson, Duane & Sharon Berkner, Duane & Sharon Berg 

Tom & Helen Swanson, Linda Engel (In memory of Jackie Bye Exstrand) 
Cathy Pickar 
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WHAT IS THE CIRCLE OF FRIENDS? 

The “Circle of Friends” is an opportunity for members to help provide funds for the legion to cover the cost of postage for mailing 
the “Commander Newsletter” to people without internet or email access. We ask that you donate to the Brainerd Legion Circle of 
Friends to get included on the list. You can drop off the money or check in an envelope with your name to any of the bar staff and 
they will get it to the newsletter fund. Now is the perfect time to make a donation.  
A big thank you to those of you that have already turned in your donation for the 2024 year. 
 
Don Gylling 

 
LEGION RIDERS REPORT:  BLAIR FRANCIS 

 

                              
                             American Legion Riders Post 255 
                                                      3-11-24 
                                     Letter to the Commander 
 
I guess the snowbirds took the snow with them this year. Winter activities are almost nil, unless you 
took up indoor hockey or some other such sport. Lack of ice, snow and cold weather has made this a 
mild winter. Of course, mother nature could be sand-bagging us and give it to us later this spring in 

blizzards or torrential rains. If not, we’ll burn up this summer. May be an early out for both lake ice and motorcycles. 
February’s been rather slow with only wreath recovery (2-3-24) and our first annual Cornhole Tournament (2-24-24) taking place 
at the post as our only organized activities this month. The spring Steve Eide memorial raffle is organized and tickets will be 
available by tournament time. The raffle prizes will be a Flat top Grill valued at $ 500, Mall of America Prize package valued at 
$250 and $100 cash prize. Proceeds from this activity are for post maintenance activities. We’re also looking at some kind of 
shooting competition at Bill’s Gun Range in Baxter. Details to be posted when we learn more. 
We’ve also gain two new members to the post and the riders this month. Welcome aboard Tim and Deb Genz. Can’t wait to go 
riding with you both. 
Veterans Day on the Hill. April 17, 2024. Sign-up sheet and details on the post bulletin board. 
Please continue to make your buddy checks. 
Post could use more volunteers for meat raffles and meals. Please let Janell know if you would like to help. 
Legion Riders meet on the second Monday of the month at 7:00 PM at the Post. Socials are usually on Wednesdays, 
have short notice times and are at someplace decided by the group. Check you emails and phones for time and place. 
Thank you to everyone who volunteers. 
 
Sincerely, 
Legion Rider’s Post 255 
Director Blair Francis 
 
Next Meeting: March 11th 2024, 7:00 PM, Post 255. 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING 
 

                 BRAINERD AREA  

CLUB BREAKFASTS 
                   8 a.m. to noon 

 

 

 

 

ELKS: SUNDAY, MARCH 3RD   

EAGLES: SUNDAY, MARCH 10TH      

VFW: SUNDAY, MARCH 17TH   

LEGION: SUNDAY, MARCH 24TH  

ELKS: SUNDAY, MARCH 31ST    
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MEETINGS AT THE LEGION 
 
Monday, March 4th – Book Club 11:30am 

Tuesday, March 5th – Lakes Area BMX 6pm  

Thursday, March 7th – Women of Today 6pm / Marine Corp League 6pm / Bricklayers 6:30pm 

Monday, March 11th – Lions Meeting 6pm / Legion Riders Meeting 7pm 

Wednesday, March 13th – Dark House 7pm 

Monday, March 18th – Grief Group Noon / E-Board Meeting 5:30pm / Post Membership Meeting 5:30pm 
                                          Gambling Meeting 5:30pm / Auxiliary Meeting 6pm / Bee Keepers 6pm            
                                
Thursday, March 21st – Passway MN Retires 10:30am-12pm / Jack & Jills Meeting 6pm 
 
Thursday, March 28th – State Patrol 6pm 

 
EVENTS AT THE LEGION 

Every Thursday at Noon – Sports Boosters (No Boosters March 14th) 

Tuesday, March 12th – Pool League 7pm 
 
Wednesday, March 13th – Retired Nurses Lunch 12pm  
 
Friday, March 15th – Corned Beef & Cabbage $14 & Reuben w/Chips $10.50 All Day 
 
Saturday, March 16th – Reuben w/Chips $10.50 Noon-Gone 
 
Thursday, March 28th – L.U.C.C Breakfast 7:30am 
 
Sunday, March 31st – Open Easter Noon-5pm 
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