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As we head into August, remember this before complaining about 
the heat—it sure beats 30 below! And the good news is our new 
air conditioning system is working great, so stop by the Legion, en-
joy a great meal, grab a cold drink, and take a break from the sum-
mer heat. 
July marks the beginning of our new Legion membership year, and 
I'd like to issue everyone a challenge. Invite one friend, neighbor, 
family member, or fellow veteran who has never visited Post 255 
before. Show them what makes our Post special. We continue to 
improve our menu, upgrade our facility, and bring in new entertain-

ment and events for both our members and the community. 
Speaking of entertainment, mark your calendars! On Labor Day, September 7,  
fellow veteran Todd Wohl will be performing live. We'll be open from 11:00 a.m. to 
3:00 p.m. with $2.50 food and drink specials as we celebrate the 250th day of the 
year and begin recognizing America's 250th Birthday. It's a great opportunity to 
spend the holiday with friends at your Legion. 
Congratulations to our Brainerd Legion Baseball Team on winning the Sub-State 14 
Championship and earning a trip to the State Tournament! We couldn't be prouder 
of these young athletes. Even more exciting, Brainerd will host the  
American Legion State Baseball Tournament for the very first time next year. Stay 
tuned for volunteer opportunities and ways you can help support this outstanding 
event.  

COMMANDER REPORT 



Be sure to join us on Friday, August 7, when Fishing Has No Boundaries hosts 
our Meat Raffle and Pig Races. We'll also be serving Walleye Wayne's All-You-Can-
Eat Fish Fry that evening. It's always a fun night while supporting an incredible  
organization that makes the outdoors accessible for everyone. 
A huge thank you to everyone who came out and supported our new breakfast 
lineup in July. The response has been fantastic! If you haven't tried it yet, make plans 
to join us for our next breakfast on Sunday, August 23, from 8:00 a.m. to Noon. My 
personal favorite is the Commander's Country Fried Steak! We've moved away from 
the buffet and now offer freshly prepared breakfast selections that have been a big 
hit. 
Finally, thank you to everyone who has volunteered in the kitchen, helped with 
events, or signed up to park cars at the county fairgrounds. Your time and dedication 
are what make Brainerd American Legion Post 255 one of the best Posts anywhere. 
Every volunteer makes a difference, and I sincerely appreciate your commitment. 
Enjoy the rest of your summer. We all know there's only a limited number of beautiful 
weekends in Minnesota—make the most of every one! 
See you at the Legion! 
 

Hello everyone - this has been one extreme month of high temps - I am certain the 

utility bills for the month will be a reminder.   Hopefully the temps will ease these next 

weeks. 

The new school year is fast approaching. The Auxiliary is again conducting our  

annual school supply donation drive for local students. Anyone wishing to donate 

school supplies, please drop them off in the collection box located at the base of the 

stairway located in the front entry.  Let’s help our students out with this event! 

A reminder - The Auxiliary will host a Bake Sale at the Posts Sunday Breakfast   

September 27th. If you could bake some of those homemade goodies for the event 

will be appreciated.  If you are unable to be there on Sunday, you can bring the items 

in on Saturday the 26th.  

This is my last newsletter as Auxiliary President as I am stepping down.   

I have had health issues recently and feel this is best.  Stacy Bednarek will be our 

new Auxiliary President going forward. I am certain everyone will give Stacy the 

same support as I enjoyed to continue our mission as we move forward.  It has been 

my pleasure to serve as your Auxiliary President these past months. 

I want to THANK everyone for your support and help during this time.   

Again, THANK you everyone! 

 

Kate Wiersgalla 
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POST MEMBERSHIP 
 

Membership for 2027 started on 7/1/2026.  Legion dues are $55.00 and SAL dues 

are $20.00. Our department goal for 2027 is 481 member renewals. On the SAL side 

our goal is 158 member renewals. You can renew for the 2026 year until 12/31/2026. 

We encourage the expired members to rejoin. Post 255 needs you. 

Membership renewal may also be made online via the mylegion.com site.  Mylegion 
is a convenient way of keeping your membership up to date.  Also, you can update 
your mailing address, phone number, and email address.  You can also print your 
current year membership card from the site.  Renewal may also be paid for with a 
credit card from the Post 255 website, www.brainerdlegion255.org.  Select the  
membership button at the top of the page.  Zeffy is safe and secure. If you renewed 
your membership in 2026, Zeffy will remind you one year later.  Please do not wait 
for the reminder. 
If you are interested in the three-year Legion membership, 2027-2029, option, 
please visit https://www.legion.org/renew and follow the instructions.  Payment only 
via credit card.  Paid up for life (PUFL) memberships are available on-line at myl-
egion.com.  Payment is based on the member’s age and the Post’s dues.  
 
Membership Chair John Pietruszewski, 612-799-0055 

Glen & Lela Anhorn, Duane & Sharon Berg,  
Duane & Sharon Berkner, 

Roger & Darla Gonnerman, Shirley Hauck, E. John Raboin,  
Patricia Wlasiuk, Darlene Schaefer, Don & Nealna Gylling, 

Tom & Helen Swanson,  
Tom Borden (in memory of Jack Borden), 

Paul Gode,  Frank & Carol Welter, Gary & Pat Bluth, 
Nate Tuomi of Gull Lake Glass, 

        Caralee Bjerkness, Aubrey Fillbrandt, Jerry Leese  

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS 

What is the Circle of Friends? 

The “Circle of Friends” is an opportunity for members to help provide funds for the  

legion to cover the cost of postage for mailing the “Commander Newsletter” to  

people without internet or email access. We presently are mailing about 85  

newsletters. If you know of someone who would like to be added to our mailing list, please call us 

and we will take care of that. If you would like to help with the costs of providing this service to our 

veterans, riders, auxiliary or SAL members you can drop off your donation to the bar staff or mail 

Duane Berkner, 10998 Bonnie Rd, Brainerd, MN 56401. You can also use a credit card on our 

website under Donate.  Thank You for your support. 

Don Gylling 763-498-4699 & Duane Berkner 218-828-5074 

http://www.brainerdlegion255.org


CURRENT EXECUTIVE BOARD 

BRAINERD AREA HONOR GUARD 
 

Brainerd Area Honor Guard Performed Military Honors for the following: 

 July 23
rd

, Robert Billman, US Air Force 

July 25
th
, Donald D Jenks, US Navy 

 

Brained Area Color Guard presented the colors: 

 July 4
th
, Marched in the Ironton-Crosby Parade 

 July 4
th
, Led and marched in the Brainerd Parade 

 July 5
th
, Colors Presentation at the Heritage Church Block Party 

  July 16
th
, Colors Presentation at the Brainerd Lakes Area Community Foundation 

 

Consider becoming a member of the Brainerd Area Honor Guard.  Uniforms and training 

will be provided. You are not required to participate in all events.  Honor Guard members 

can earn a 2027 membership by  participating in funeral services and civic events. Please 

contact John Pietruszewski, 612-799-0055,  if you are interested or have any questions. 

 
 

Position Name Phone Email 

Commander Wayne Harting 218-831-2056 wayneharting 
@wastepartnersinc.com 

1st Vice Commander Don Gylling 763-498-4699 d.gylling@hotmail.com 

2nd Vice Commander Bill Lowe 605-201-3987 billyjoelowe@gmail.com 

Adjutant John Pietruszewski 612-799-0055 jpietru@comcast.net 

Financial Officer Mike Bellos 218-838-9804 tulibeemike@gmail.com 

Chaplain Brian Dunham 218-591-1824 dunham_brian@hotmail.com 

Sgt-At-Arms Glen Anhorn 218-828-6421   

Past Commander Rick Wiersgalla 218-851-1554 rickw@brainerd.net 

1-year E-Board Member Christine Casperson 218-820-6586 babe16@icloud.com 

1-year E-Board Member Dale Tougas 218-851-2481 daletougas@hotmail.com 

2-year E-Board Member Leroy Ailts 218-839-5101 leroy.ailts@gmail.com 

2-year E-Board Member Tom Swanson 218-513-0681 militarypapa@iclould.com 

3-year E-Board Member Paul Gode 218-330-0783 godepaul587@gmail.com 

3-year E-Board Member Rory Papenfuss 218-330-3200 rory.papenfuss@gmail.com 



SECOND VICE 
 
 
I had the honor of meeting Chip and getting to know him. I invite everyone reading 
this letter to come to the next general Membership meeting, August 17th @ 5:30 pm. 
Chip will be there to talk and just answer any questions you may have. This is a 
great time to meet the new Superintendent of the Brainerd Schools and also  
someone who has dedicated a lifetime of service to our country.  
 
Bill Lowe - 2nd Vice 
 
 
Hello Fellow Legionnaires, 

My name is Charles “Chip” Rankin, and I am honored to  
introduce myself to Brainerd American Legion Post 255. I grew 
up on a farm just south of Brainerd, so returning home to serve 
this community means a great deal to me. 
I enlisted in the U.S. Army and joined the Minnesota Army  
National Guard in March 1994 and continue to serve today as 
Chief of Staff for the Minnesota Army National Guard. Over 32 
years I have served as an Infantry Officer, deployed to Iraq,  
Afghanistan, and the Horn of Africa, and commanded the 1st  
Armored Brigade Combat Team, 34th “Red Bull” Infantry  

Division. I am a lifetime member of both the American Legion and the VFW. 
My civilian career has been in public education — teacher, principal (seven years at 
Pequot Lakes), and superintendent at Minnewaska Area Schools — and I recently 
stepped into the role of Superintendent of Brainerd Public Schools. 
As many of you know, our district faces a difficult financial picture. I have begun a 
planning effort called Project True North to right-size the ship: an honest look at our 
operations, facilities, and programming, alongside conversations about additional 
funding. Some options are hard ones. If the Post would have me, I would welcome 
the chance to walk through the concepts and take your questions. 
I will also say this plainly: as a Veteran and now your Superintendent, our doors are 
open to our Veterans programs. Color guards, Veterans Day assemblies, classroom 
visits, mentoring, Boys State and Girls State — if you have time to give, we have a 
place for you. 
I spoke to this Post a few years back and look forward to being with you again this 
fall. 
 
Respectfully, 
Chip Rankin 
Superintendent, Brainerd Public Schools 
chip.rankin@isd181.org  |  218-454-6916 



It’s hot out there. Believe it or not but it’s been too hot to ride 

comfortably. Even early mornings and evenings hold to 

much heat and humidity. The AC in the cager (car) feels a 

lot better. Of course, we shouldn’t complain as in a few 

months we will be freezing our tails off. Minnesota, got to 

love it. We have a ride que set up for unplanned rides for 

anyone of the groups that wants company. You just announce time, place and desti-

nation and anyone who would like to join in. 

Jerry “Tommy” Thedens funeral will be at Evergreen Memorial Cemetery, Brainerd 

August 1
st
 2026 at 12:00pm. The Patriot Guard has given permission to any rider 

who would like to stand flag line with them during the service with or without a flag. 

Please be there about 15 minutes early to set flag line. Reminder that during flag line 

phones must be silent, no smoking or loud talking. Following the service there will be 

a celebration of life at the Brainerd American Legion from 1 to 3 PM. 

For those who signed up to work the gates at the fair, thank you. Your service earns 

a donation for our group of about $10 per hour worked. 

Final plans for the Benghazi memorial ride and event with special guests and Gold 

Star Families Ice Cream Social will be announced at our next meeting. We will pick 

Mrs. Bennett up at MPLS Airport Thursday August 14
th
, Jim Parent will host her for 

the four day she is here. There will be a luncheon for her at the Randall VFW Friday 

at 11 AM. She will join the Gold Star families Friday evening. She will join us for our 

ride and  commemorative Benghazi / Gold Star Families event August 15th, as a 

special guest speaker at the MSVC Little Falls Memorial followed by the Gold Star 

Families Ice Cream Social at the Camp Ripley Hanger Complex. Please mark your 

calendar and plan on joining us there. Everyone welcome. 

The Legionville ALR ROMP is coming up in September, there will be two rides from 

there this year. One Friday and one Saturday. One led by Brainerd and one led by 

Walker. Please plan on attending. Time and date of the business meeting have 

change and there will be more time to socialize and have fun. 

We would like to encourage everyone to remember to do your buddy checks. 

The new coloring books are still available. 

Socials are usually on Wednesdays, have short notice times and are at someplace 

decided by the group. Check your emails and phones for times and/or place.  

Thank you to everyone that shows up and volunteers. 

Sincerely, Director Blair Francis, Legion Rider’s Post 255 

Next Meeting: August 10
th

, 2026 7:00 PM, Post 255. 

LEGION RIDERS REPORT 



FALL RENDEZVOUS 
Mark your calendars, Fall Rendezvous is Thursday, September 17th! Tickets go on 

sale very soon. Keep an eye on your website: brainerdlegion255.org to purchase 

tickets. General admission $35 and VIP $75. 

We are having Prime Rib and Panko Crusted Shrimp!!! So many cool prizes to be 

won. And if you can’t make it be sure to check out our online silent auction!! 

Come support the Brainerd American Legion. 

 

 
2026 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS 

Listed below are your 2026 High School American Legion Scholarship Recipients. 

 

Al Broman Memorial Scholarship - Audrey Hastins 

DeWayne Collins Memorial Scholarship - Elsie Predmore 

Frank Vadnais Memorial Scholarship - Austin Asher 

Henry C Mills II Memorial Scholarship - Grady Waage 

Steve Eide Memorial Scholarship—Cali Richter 

 

WHAT’S HAPPING 

BRAINERD AREA  CLUB  BREAKFASTS                                                                                              
            8 a.m. to Noon 
ELKS: Sunday, August 2nd  

EAGLES: Sunday, August 9th (8:30am) 

VFW: Sunday, August 16th 

LEGION: Sunday, August 23rd 

VFW: Sunday, August 30th 

 



EVENTS AT THE LEGION 
 
Every Tuesday: Line Dancing 11am (Senior Center Members) 
Saturday, August 1st - Tommy T Celebration of Life 1pm-3pm 
                                     Retirement Party 5pm-10pm 
Friday, August 7th - Fishing Has No Boundaries Fundraiser 5pm 
Saturday, August 8th - CLOSED 
Saturday, August 15th - 90th Birthday Party Noon-3pm 
Thursday, August 20th - Downtown Roper Romp Event 4pm-7:30pm 
Saturday, August 22nd - 50th Wedding Anniversary 1pm-4pm 
Sunday, August 23rd - Breakfast 8am-Noon 

AUGUST  MEAT RAFFLE GROUPS 
Friday, August 7th - Fishing Has No Boundaries 

Friday, August 14th - Warrior Field Trip 
Friday, August 21st - Warrior Cheer 
Friday, August 28th - Soup Kitchen 

Every Friday Starting at 5:30pm. Meat from Emily Meats 
 



MEETINGS AT THE LEGION 
 
Monday, August 3rd - Book Club Noon / IBEW 6pm 
Thursday, August 6th - Marine Corp 5:30pm / Women of Today 6pm 
                                     Bricklayers 7pm 
Monday, August 10th -  Brainerd Lions 5pm / Legion Riders 7pm 
Tuesday, August 11th - NARFS 11am 
Wednesday, August 12th - Retired State Hospital Workers Noon / Class of ‘69 
Thursday, August 13th - BMWD 4pm / LE & VETS Lions 6pm 
Monday, August 17th - E-Board, Membership, Gambling 5:30pm / Auxiliary 6pm 
                                     Bee Keepers 5:30pm 
Wednesday, August 19th - Jacob’s Voice 5:30pm / Jacob’s Lions 6:30pm 
Monday, August 24th - Brainerd Lions 5pm 
Tuesday, August 25th - Bethlehem Group 




