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COMMANDER’S REPORT

October’s focus is membership. If you’re receiving this newsletter, you are,
or have been, a Post 255 member. Thank you! If you have not renewed for
202627, please stop by the Post to renew or go to our website to sign
up brainerdlegion255.org.
{ We have a Free Membership Meal, Saturday, October 17, Noon—2:00 p.m.
More information under What’s Happening section. Renew, bring a friend,
s or sign up for the first time. We would love to see you there.

“~ Membership is more than a card. It supports veterans, active-duty families,
youth programs, scholarships, honor guards, patriotic events, and our local community. Every
Legion, SAL, and Auxiliary member has an important role. Even if you cannot volunteer or visit
often, your membership keeps Post 255 strong and gives veterans a stronger voice in St. Paul
and Washington, D.C. The American Legion has more than 1.6 million members nationwide.
The American Legion Family is even larger when you include the Auxiliary and Sons of The
American Legion, with SAL alone having more than 400,000 members.



https://brainerdlegion255.org/

Talk with friends and relatives about joining. Give the gift of membership to your children or
grandchildren, and invite your neighbors to enjoy the food, entertainment, activities, and
fellowship at Post 255.

Thank you to everyone who helped make last month’s two events successful. More than 350
people attended our “250 Day,” with over 330 meals served in three hours. Thank you to Jed,
Billy, and Mike B. for running the kitchen; the Elks and VFW for helping with extra food needs
the day of; newest member and veteran Todd Wohl for the great music; and Jamie, our
outstanding bar staff and Chad, Jodi, and Jen for helping make it a fun afternoon with meat
raffle sales.

Fall Rendezvous was also a great success. Richard and the kitchen crew prepared an excellent
prime rib and shrimp dinner, while the gambling and bar staff worked hard from setup
through the silent auction and games. Together, we raised more than $10,000 for Post 255.
Thank you to everyone who volunteered, attended, donated, and supported the

event. Behind the scenes there is a tremendous amount of work that goes into preparing for
an event this size.

Have you tried one of Peggy’s soups for lunch or our new Mac & Cheese Thursday? Get a
Broasted chicken order to take home to the family or treat your employees to lunch Tuesday-
Thursday.

In closing - more members we have, the stronger our Post becomes. Strong membership
allows us to offer more entertainment and fun events while supporting more veterans and
youth programs. We added around 250 new members last year—now we need to retain those
members and keep growing. Let me know if you have new ideas to improve the Post.

See you at the Legion!

Wayne Harting

Commander

Brainerd American Legion Post 255

AUXILIARY REPORT

Happy Fall, Everyone! Membership renewal notices have been mailed, and you should have
received yours by now. If you have not received your renewal notice, please reach out to me
so we can make sure your membership remains current. | would like to extend a warm
welcome to our newest members: Sharon T., Nancy S., Shellie C., Pamela H., Shawna W., and
Martina H. We are excited to have you as part of our Auxiliary family!

The American Legion Auxiliary has updated its eligibility requirements for membership. To
learn more and see if you or someone you know is eligible to join, please visit: www.legion-
aux.org/Eligibility



http://www.legion-aux.org/Eligibility
http://www.legion-aux.org/Eligibility

Upcoming Events: Membership Appreciation Meal, October 17%". More information under the
What’s Happening section.

We will also be hosting our annual Veterans Christmas Gift Shop. We are asking for donations
to help purchase Christmas gifts for veterans residing in local nursing homes. Thanks to the
generosity of our members, we were able to shop for 50 veterans last year. Your donations
help ensure that our veterans receive a special gift and know they are remembered during the
holiday season. Any contribution is greatly appreciated and will help make Christmas brighter
for those who have served our country.

5th Sunday Omelet Breakfast & Bake Sale, November 29'". The Auxiliary will be hosting a
delicious Omelet Breakfast along with a bake sale. If you would like to volunteer to help with
this event, please let me know. We would love to have your assistance!

Next Auxiliary Meeting: Monday, October 19th at 6:00 p.m.

We encourage all members to attend and stay informed about upcoming activities and
opportunities to serve our veterans, military members, and community.

We look forward to seeing you at our upcoming events and thank you for your continued
support of the American Legion Auxiliary.

Stacie Bednarek - Auxiliary President

POST MEMBERSHIP

Membership for 2027 started on 7/1/2026. Legion dues are $55.00 and SAL dues are $20.00.
Our department goal for 2027 is 481 member renewals. We are at 68% of our goal. On the SAL
side our goal is 158 member renewals and are at 23% of our goal.

You can renew for the 2026 year until 12/31/2026. We encourage the expired members to
rejoin. Post 255 needs you. Membership renewal may also be made online via the
mylegion.com site. Mylegion is a convenient way of keeping your membership up to date.
Also, you can update your mailing address, phone number, and email address. You can also
print your current year membership card from the site. Renewal may also be paid for with a
credit card from the Post 255 website, www.brainerdlegion255.org. Select the

membership button at the top of the page. Zeffy is safe and secure. If you renewed your
membership in 2026, Zeffy will remind you one year later. Please do not wait for the reminder.
If you are interested in the three-year Legion membership, 2027-2029, option, please visit
https://www.legion.org/renew and follow the instructions. Payment only via credit card. Paid
up for life (PUFL) memberships are available on-line at mylegion.com. Payment is based on the
member’s age and the Post’s dues.

Membership Chair John Pietruszewski, 612-799-0055



CURRENT EXECUTIVE BOARD

Position

Name

Phone

Email

Commander

Wayne Harting

218-831-2056

wayneharting
@wastepartnersinc.com

1st Vice Commander

Don Gylling

763-498-4699

d.gylling@hotmail.com

2" Vice Commander

Bill Lowe

605-201-3987

billyjoelowe@gmail.com

Adjutant

John Pietruszewski

612-799-0055

jpietru@comcast.net

Financial Officer

Mike Bellos

218-838-9804

tulibeemike@gmail.com

Chaplain

Brian Dunham

218-591-1824

dunham_brian@hotmail.com

Sgt-At-Arms

Glen Anhorn

218-828-6421

Past Commander

Rick Wiersgalla

218-851-1554

rickw@brainerd.net

1-year E-Board Member

Christine Casperson

218-820-6586

babel6@icloud.com

1-year E-Board Member

Dale Tougas

218-851-2481

daletougas@hotmail.com

2-year E-Board Member

Leroy Ailts

218-839-5101

leroy.ailts@gmail.com

2-year E-Board Member

Tom Swanson

218-513-0681

militarypapa@iclould.com

3-year E-Board Member

Paul Gode

218-330-0783

godepaul587@gmail.com

3-year E-Board Member

Rory Papenfuss

218-330-3200

rory.papenfuss@gmail.com

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS 2026

Glen & Lela Anhorn, Duane & Sharon Berg,
Duane & Sharon Berkner,

Roger & Darla Gonnerman, Shirley Hauck, E. John Raboin,
Patricia Wlasiuk, Darlene Schaefer, Don & Nealna Gylling,
Tom & Helen Swanson,

Tom Borden (in memory of Jack Borden),

Paul Gode, Frank & Carol Welter, Gary & Pat Bluth,

Nate Tuomi of Gull Lake Glass,

Caralee Bjerkness, Aubrey Fillborandt, Jerry Leese,

|ends

Roger and Darla Gonnerman (in memory of Alen Sly)

%r&



What is the Circle of Friends?

The “Circle of Friends” is an opportunity for members to help provide funds for the
legion to cover the cost of postage for mailing the “Commander Newsletter” to
people without internet or email access. We presently are mailing about 85
newsletters. If you know of someone who would like to be added to our mailing list,
please call us and we will take care of that. If you would like to help with the costs of
providing this service to our veterans, riders, auxiliary or SAL members you can drop
off your donation to the bar staff or mail Duane Berkner, 10998 Bonnie Rd, Brainerd,
MN 56401. You can also use a credit card on our website under Donate.
Thank You for your support.

Don Gylling 763-498-4699 & Duane Berkner 218-828-5074

BRAINERD AREA HONOR GUARD

BRAINERD AREA COLOR GUARD PARTICIPATED IN THESE EVENTS:

Military Honors - Funerals
August 24th, Carol Tovar, US Army
August 27th, Edward Koska, US Army
September 21st, Ron Johnson, US Army

Civic Events
September 15th, Presented the Colors for Blaine Brothers at Madden’s
September 26th, Presented the Colors for the Alzheimer Walk at Forestview
Middle School

Consider becoming a member of the Brainerd Area Honor Guard. Uniforms and training will
be provided. You are not required to participate in all events. Honor Guard members can earn
a 2027 membership by participating in funeral services and civic events. Please contact
John Pietruszewski, 612-799-0055, if you are interested or have any questions.



LEGION RIDERS REPORT

“Happy Halloween” October already? Camporee and the Romp are in

W the history books. Where did the summer go? Kids back in school, days
R I ps getting shorter and the temperature is dropping.

n E October, the time to take the last of those fall color rides and get the
bike serviced and ready for storage. If you’re going out on a nice day to
look at the colors, let the riders know. You may get company.

9/11 memorial events at the government center in Little Falls and at the new MN Military
Museum were well attended and worth the ride down. Check out the new museum, it is really
worth the time.

On 9/11 and 9/18 there were repatriation escort ride for WWII veterans. Legion Rider’s had
the honor to assisted Patriot Guard with two recent escort and internments of WWII veterans
with connections to Brainerd and to the 1/194" Regiment. Riders rode in the wee hours of the
morning in very cool temperatures and met other dedicated riders who escorted the remains
from MPLS Airport to the relief location. From that location the riders escorted the remains to
the respective funeral home. Later those same riders provided escort to the veterans final
resting place and joined the Patriot Guard in standing flag line. This was all done with heavy
law enforcement and fire truck escorts and traffic control. Thank you to all who participated.
The Romp was lightly attended this year. The format has improved as there is no formal
meeting during the day so a person can visit and play games or ride for the weekend. This is a
chance to have a low cost get-away and lots of fun. Friday’s ride to the museum was cancelled
due to weather. Saturdays ride hosted by Walker’s riders was nice. The weather cooperated,
the roads were good and the route was excellent. Had lunch at the Dam Supper Club in Pine
River and were in house by about three. About a dozen bikes with only one mechanical issue
which the group collectively fixed. Thanks to Walker for the great ride.

Hope to see more people next year.

Do your buddy checks. Come out to the post. The Commander has lots of activities going on
and you can volunteer or just participate. We like to see you all.

==AMERICAN

Next Meeting: 10-12-26 at the Post @ 7:00PM.
Sincerely

Rider’s Director
American Legion Post 255

Blair Francis



WHAT’S HAPPENING

MEMBERSHIP LUNCH

Membership Lunch, Saturday, October 17th , Noon to 2pm at the Post.
Free to all 2027 members, Legion, SAL, and Auxiliary if you RSVP. Please email
brainerdlegion@brainerd.net to RSVP by Wednesdy October 14th.
If you have a guest coming please RSVP for them. Their cost will be S5.
If a member does not RSVP their cost will be $5. Guest that does not RSVP will be $10.
Meal is two pieces of broasted chicken and Mac and Cheese

BRAINERD AREA CLUB
BREAKFASTS

8 a.m. to Noon
ELKS: Sunday, October 4th
EAGLES: Sunday, October 11th (8:30am)
VFW: Sunday, October 18th
LEGION: Sunday, October 25th

EVENTS AT THE LEGION

Saturday, October 3™ — Houde Wedding 6pm-Midnight

Saturday, October 10" — Warrior Cheer Night Out 5pm-8pm
Wednesday, October 14" — Retired State Hospital Workers Noon
Saturday, October 17" — Noon-2pm Membership Lunch (RSVP)
Saturday, October 24" — Vise Wedding 5pm-11pm

Sunday, October 25" — Breakfast 8am-Noon

Saturday, October 315t - CLOSED
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MEETINGS AT THE LEGION

Thursday, October 15t — Sports Boosters Noon / Ski Patrol 4:30pm-8pm
Sheetmetal Union 5pm / Women of Today 5:30pm
Marine Corp 6pm

Saturday, October 3™ — Trappers 8am-2pm

Monday, October 5" — Book Club Noon / IBEW 6pm

Thursday, October 8™ — Sports Boosters Noon / BMWD 4pm / Ski Patrol 4:30pm-8pm
Le & Vets Lions 6pm

Monday, October 12" — Class of '66 11:30am / Brd Lions 5pm / Legion Riders 7pm

Tuesday, October 13™ — Class of '73 6pm

Thursday, October 15" — Ski Patrol 4:30pm-8pm

Monday, October 19" — Eboard, Post Membership, Gambling 5:30pm / Auxiliary 6pm
Bee Keepers 5:30pm

Tuesday, October 20" — Education of MN 11am-2pm

Wednesday, October 215t — Jacob’s Voice 5:30pm / Jacob’s Lions 6:30pm

Thursday, October 22" — Ski Patrol 4:30pm-8pm

Tuesday, October 27" — Bethlehem Group Noon

Thursday, October 29" — Sports Boosters Noon / Ski Patrol 4:30pm-8pm
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