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COMMANDER’S REPORT

¥ School kids are back, the Vikings are playing, and the nights are getting
_J cooler. That can only mean one thing - fall fishing is just around the
corner!
| We have a busy September coming up at Brainerd American Legion Post
255, starting with our big America’s 250th Birthday Celebration on
September 7. The 250th day of the year! We’ll be open from 11:00 AM
~~~~~~~~ till 3:00 PM with live entertainment from fellow veteran Todd Wohl, who
| « always does a great job and is also one of our newest Veteran Legion
members We're celebrating 250 years in America with $2.50 burgers, fries and chicken strips,
along with beer and drink specials. Come celebrate America with us, we’re hoping to pack the
house! Bring your family, bring a friend, and let’s make it a great Monday afternoon.
Our other big event this month is the Fall Rendezvous on Thursday September 17", We're
bringing back Prime Rib & Shrimp, and you can purchase tickets and reserve your seating
online through our Legion website. If you can’t make it that night, you can still support the
Legion by checking out and bidding on our online silent auction items. This is our biggest
fundraiser for our Legion.




At our last board meeting, we had the pleasure of meeting new Brainerd Superintendent Chip
Rankin, a 32-year Infantry officer, and hearing about his plans and changes for the Brainerd
School District through Project True North. One message from Chip really stood out to me. As
both a veteran and now Superintendent, he made it clear that the school’s doors are open to
veterans and veteran programs. Whether it’s the Color Guard, classroom visits, mentoring,
Boys State, Girls State or other veteran programs, if you have some time to give, there is a
place for you to get involved and make a difference with our young people. | wish Chip well
with his planned changes. | think his leadership and military background can bring some added
discipline, accountability, and direction throughout the school system, not just in the
classrooms.

Back at the Legion, we have a few new things to check out. If you haven’t tried our new
Grasshopper, give it a shot—minty goodness! We also have some new food coming this
month. Watch for Mac & Cheese Thursdays, featuring a different flavor each week, and the
return of our Hot Beef Sandwich.

Our new breakfast menu is also starting to catch on. Instead of a buffet, you can order exactly
what you want, and if you haven’t tried the Commander’s Country Fried Steak, you’re missing
out!

As always, | encourage every member to invite a friend who has never been to the Legion.
Bring them in for a meal, some great entertainment or one of our specials and show them
what Post 255 is all about.

Finally, a huge thank you to our staff and volunteers who continue to knock it out of the park.
As our Legion continues to grow, it takes a lot of people working behind the scenes to make
these events, meals, and programs successful. Your hard work does not go unnoticed.

See you at the Legion!

Wayne Harting

Commander

Brainerd American Legion Post 255

AUXILIARY REPORT

Hello, Auxiliary Members and Friends!

Hope you are enjoying the last days of summer and preparing for a wonderful fall season. |
would like to share some exciting news and upcoming events from the Brainerd American
Legion Auxiliary.

School Supply Drive a Huge Success! A heartfelt thank you to everyone who donated to our
School Supply Drive. Because of your generosity, the drive was a tremendous success! Your
donations will help local students begin the school year with the tools they need to learn and
thrive. We are truly grateful for your kindness and support.



September Bake Sale. Join us in September for our Bake Sale during the Legion Breakfast! We
will have yummy bread, cookies, bars, and other homemade baked goods available for
purchase. Whether you're looking for a treat to enjoy with your breakfast or something
delicious to take home and share with family and friends, we hope you'll stop by and support
the Auxiliary. Every purchase helps support our programs and community projects. If you love
to bake and would like to donate items for the sale, please reach out to arrange your
contribution. Your homemade goodies help make this event a success, and we greatly
appreciate your support. We look forward to seeing you at the Breakfast and Bake Sale!

Join Us at Our Meetings. Meetings are on the third Monday of each month at 6:00 p.m., and
we would love to have you join us. Whether you are a long-time member or interested in
learning more about the Auxiliary, everyone is welcome. Our September meeting will be held
on Monday, September 21, at 6:00 p.m.

Thank you for your continued support, and we look forward to seeing you at the Breakfast,
Bake Sale, and our next meeting!

Stacie Bednarek - Auxiliary President

POST MEMBERSHIP

Membership for 2027 started on 7/1/2026. Legion dues are $55.00 and SAL dues are $20.00.
Our department goal for 2027 is 481 member renewals. We are at 62% of our goal. On the SAL
side our goal is 158 member renewals. We have started processing SAL renewals and are at
11% of our goal. You can renew for the 2026 year until 12/31/2026. We encourage the expired
members to rejoin. Post 255 needs you.

Membership renewal may also be made online via the mylegion.com site. Mylegion is a
convenient way of keeping your membership up to date. Also, you can update your mailing
address, phone number, and email address. You can also print your current year membership
card from the site. Renewal may also be paid for with a credit card from the Post 255 website,
www.brainerdlegion255.org. Select the membership button at the top of the page. Zeffy is

safe and secure. If you renewed your membership in 2026, Zeffy will remind you one year
later. Please do not wait for the reminder.

If you are interested in the three-year Legion membership, 2027-2029, option, please visit
https://www.legion.org/renew and follow the instructions. Payment only via credit card. Paid
up for life (PUFL) memberships are available on-line at mylegion.com. Payment is based on
the member’s age and the Post’s dues.

Membership Chair John Pietruszewski, 612-799-0055


http://www.brainerdlegion255.org/

CURRENT EXECUTIVE BOARD

Position

Name

Phone

Email

Commander

Wayne Harting

218-831-2056

wayneharting
@wastepartnersinc.com

1st Vice Commander

Don Gylling

763-498-4699

d.gylling@hotmail.com

2" Vice Commander

Bill Lowe

605-201-3987

billyjoelowe@gmail.com

Adjutant

John Pietruszewski

612-799-0055

jpietru@comcast.net

Financial Officer

Mike Bellos

218-838-9804

tulibeemike@gmail.com

Chaplain

Brian Dunham

218-591-1824

dunham_brian@hotmail.com

Sgt-At-Arms Glen Anhorn 218-828-6421

Past Commander Rick Wiersgalla 218-851-1554 | rickw@brainerd.net

1-year E-Board Member | Christine Casperson | 218-820-6586 | babel6@icloud.com

1-year E-Board Member | Dale Tougas 218-851-2481 | daletougas@hotmail.com

2-year E-Board Member | Leroy Ailts 218-839-5101 | leroy.ailts@gmail.com

2-year E-Board Member | Tom Swanson 218-513-0681 | militarypapa@iclould.com

3-year E-Board Member | Paul Gode 218-330-0783 | godepaul587@gmail.com

3-year E-Board Member | Rory Papenfuss 218-330-3200 | rory.papenfuss@gmail.com

BRAINERD AREA HONOR GUARD

BRAINERD AREA HONOR GUARD EVENTS:

August 5™, Presented the Colors and Honors at the Crow Wing County Fair
August 14" Presented the Colors at the Gold Star Family Weekend at Camp Ripley

Consider becoming a member of the Brainerd Area Honor Guard. Uniforms and training will
be provided. You are not required to participate in all events. Honor Guard members can earn
a 2027 membership by participating in funeral services and civic events. Please contact
John Pietruszewski, 612-799-0055, if you are interested or have any questions.



CIRCLE OF FRIENDS 2026

Glen & Lela Anhorn, Duane & Sharon Berg, [
Duane & Sharon Berkner, ° X ®
Roger & Darla Gonnerman, Shirley Hauck, E. John Raboin, $ %
Patricia Wlasiuk, Darlene Schaefer, Don & Nealna Gylling, Circle
Tom & Helen Swanson, @ of Py
Tom Borden (in memory of Jack Borden), Friends
Paul Gode, Frank & Carol Welter, Gary & Pat Bluth, + +
Nate Tuomi of Gull Lake Glass, ) ‘
Caralee Bjerkness, Aubrey Fillborandt, Jerry Leese,

Roger and Darla Gonnerman (in memory of Alen Sly)

What is the Circle of Friends?

The “Circle of Friends” is an opportunity for members to help provide funds for the
legion to cover the cost of postage for mailing the “Commander Newsletter” to
people without internet or email access. We presently are mailing about 85
newsletters. If you know of someone who would like to be added to our mailing list,
please call us and we will take care of that. If you would like to help with the costs of
providing this service to our veterans, riders, auxiliary or SAL members you can drop
off your donation to the bar staff or mail Duane Berkner, 10998 Bonnie Rd, Brainerd,
MN 56401. You can also use a credit card on our website under Donate.
Thank You for your support.

Don Gylling 763-498-4699 & Duane Berkner 218-828-5074

GAMBLING REPORT
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The Fall Rendezvous is our only Fundraiser of the NORING OUR PAST.
y AM E R l c A N SU':’[}J’ORTING OUR VETERANS.

year for the Legion. If you are unable to attend,

the silent auction is online at brainerdlegion255.org. LE GIUN R0,
POST 255

Support the Legion at our gambling sites. Legion, /4'”“‘“& EZV"“S

Dunmire’s Bar & Grill, Dunmire’s on the Lake, LL RENB

Cornerstone Liquor, Elks — Brainerd,

Southside Express Tabacco & Liquor,
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Bill Lowe — Gambling Manager

Brai
TOGETHER, WE
8




LEGION RIDERS REPORT

“Happy Labor Day”, the end of summer is upon us. The weather
was not real cooperative this year. It went from wet and cold to

brain burning hot with no in between. August went by fast with

charity rides every weekend.

LEGION
n I n Eps Homeless & Wounded Warriors MN had an exceptional turnout this
year in Crosslake and we had a great memorial event for our

Benghazi Four Memorial along with the Gold Star Families Ice Cream Social.
Morrison County Sheriff Larson was our keynote speaker. Cheryl Bennett, mother of Tyron
Woods of the Benghazi Four, flew in at our invitation to joined us as a guest for the weekend,
hosted by Jim Parent and Wayne and Stacey Harting. Other rider groups came to support the
event, to include Vigilant Guardians, AL riders from Little Falls, Walker, Aitkin, Nisswa,
Crosslake and other service clubs. Patriot Guards rode with us and stood flag line and the VFW
Randall provided the Color Guards. Brainerd Color Guards were also represented. Brainerd
Floral and Brainerd Lions donated flower arrangements for the All-Veterans Memorial and
Benghazi Memorial Bench. Thank you to all who participated.

9/11 Little Falls ALR is hosting an event at the government center, downtown Little Falls at
8AM sharp. Those who want to ride down, join us at the post at 7AM.

9/11 At 8:30AM the new military museum will have a memorial event and fly over.

9/11 there is a repatriation escort ride around noon in Staples. Details to follow.

9/12 the Military Museum has its grand opening. You will need tickets in advance to go inside.
9/18 there is another repatriation escort ride for a 1/194'" Bataan veteran. More details to
follow. Please have your 3x5 flag if you wish to stand flag line. These are rain or shine events.
Come out to Legionville and celebrate the end of another season. The ALR Romp is coming to
Legionville September 18-20%". Camping, lodging and food will be available on site. There is a
fee for camping and lodging. Information can be found on the legion web site. More fun and
games are planned this year. Brainerd AL riders will be hosting the Friday ride from 10:30AM
to about 3PM. Walker AL riders will host the Saturday ride from about 10:30AM to about
4PM. No business meeting will be held over the weekend, just fun.

We said goodbye to a few and hello to new riders. Thank everyone who warmly greeted our
new members and those who showed compassion and grief for those whom we lost.

SE=AMERICAN

Next meeting: 9-14-26 at the Post @ 7:00PM.
Sincerely

Rider’s Director
American Legion Post 255

Blair Francis



WHAT’S HAPPENING

CROW WING COUNTY FAIR UPDATE

WOW! WOW! WOW! We had an amazing week of parking with the beautiful weather and
fantastic volunteers. A huge Thank You to the following volunteers: 5 shifts — Jenny
Kiehlbauchi. 4 shifts — Duane Berkner, Monica Eide, Mark Smieja, Randy Koehler, Duane
Cavalier, Monte Neely, Mary & Adam Rademacher, Mary & Tony Reetz, Marie & Don Ryan,
Noel & Ashley Murphy. 3 Shifts — Brian Ray, John Johnson, Dan Gruszka, Conrad Molin, Dan
Holmes, Blair & Ruth Francis, Stacie & Dan Bednarek, Isabelle Bednarek, Ayden Bednarek,
Dawn & Dan Pettit. Approximately 45-50 others who did two or a single shift. Several Boy
Staters, Oratorical Speaking Contest Winners, and American Legion Baseball coach, players
and partents also volunteered. Don Gylling was the “boss” from 6:30am-2pm. He worked parts
of all seven days for a total of 50-55 hours and was outstanding again. Jamie Neyens our
computer specialist, deserves a big thank you for her expertise in making the volunteer
schedule form. Super One donated sodas & Costco donated water. Thank you to them for
their generosity. Also a thank you to my wonderful wife, Helen for washing approns,
answering phone calls, and for her patience and understanding for 5-6 weeks, before, during,
and after the fair. Parking prices increased this year to $5 and $10. We set a new record for
money collected Friday. The Legion, Don and myself thank you very much for your time, effort
and friendship.

For God and Country Tom Swanson

Parking Pictures taken by: Louis Anderson

Honor Guard Pictures taken by: Mark Persons



BRAINERD AREA CLUB
BREAKFA$T$

8 a.m. to Noon
ELKS: Sunday, September 6th
EAGLES: Sunday, September 13th (8:30am)
VFW: Sunday, September 20th
LEGION: Sunday, September 27th

gqﬂfeméer

FRIDAY NIGHT DINNERS -

4PM - 7:30PM
Sept. 4th - Swedish Meatballs

Sept. 11t" - Roast Beef Dinner
Sept. 18" -Bob's BBQ Ribs
Sept. 25t - Shrimp Alfredo

| Join Us ﬁr a Delicious Meal Every f;‘w[w/




EVENTS AT THE LEGION

Thursday, September 3™ — Women’s Poker Night 5pm-9pm

Monday, September 7" — 250 Party! 11am-3pm

Saturday, September 12" — Class of '73 6pm

Thursday, September 17" — Fall Rendezvous 4pm (club closes at 3pm)
Saturday, September 19" — Class of '76 5pm

Sunday, September 27" — Breakfast 8am-Noon

Tuesday, September 15™, 22" 29" — | ine Dancing 11am
Thursday, September 10", 17, 24t — Sports Boosters Noon

MEETINGS AT THE LEGION

Thursday, September 3™ — Ski Patrol 4:30pm / Marine Corp 5:30pm

Wednesday, September 9" — Retired State Hospital Workers Noon

Thursday, September 10" — Ski Patrol 4:30pm / LE & Vets Lions 6pm

Monday, September 14" — Book Club Noon / Brd Lions 5pm / Legion Riders 7pm

Wednesday, September 16" — Ski Patrol 4:30pm / Jacob’s Voice 5:30pm

Jacob’s Lions 6:30pm

Monday, September 215t — E-Board, Membership, Gambllng 5: 30pm / Auxmary 6pm
Bee Keepers 5:30pm — s _

Thursday, September 24" — Ski Patrol 4:30pm

Monday, September 28" — Brd Lions 5pm

Tuesday, September 29" — Bethlehem Group Noon

RAFFLE

i i . EVERY FRIDAY
timEl, AT 5:30PM

SEPTEMBER 4™ — GABRIEL'S HOME & snoppy;oe&ch.
SEPTEMBER 11™ — LET’S GO FISHING o "
SEPTEMBER 18™ — WARRIOR FIELD TRIP

SEPTEMBER 25™ — WARRIOR CHEER e

ﬁ Broasted Chlcken Available Tues:
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